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DRAFT UMC RESOLUTION 





Supporting TEC-UMC full Communion
Adapted from Rev. Lynne Bleich Weber’s original by Tura Foster Gillespie, President of UMEIT
Resolution on Full Communion with The Episcopal Church

Whereas the ______________ Conference of the United Methodist Church welcomes and rejoices in the release in 2017 of the full communion proposal between The Episcopal Church and the United Methodist Church, A Gift to the World: Co-Laborers in the Healing of Brokenness; and
Whereas, this full communion proposal, the result of fifty-five years of dialogue between Episcopalians and Methodists, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is grounded in our common heritage in the Church of England, and  in the recognition that both churches are members of the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church in which the Gospel is rightly preached and taught; and 

Whereas, the special gifts that the Holy Spirit has bestowed on each church are reflected in their historical documents and liturgies, hymnody and spirituality, and commitments to outreach and social justice; and

Whereas, this conference affirms our desire to draw closer to our Episcopal neighbors in mission, sharing in the proclamation of the Good News of God’s love in Jesus Christ in word and deed; and

Whereas this conference acknowledges and encourages the ministries in which Methodists and Episcopalians are already working together in our Annual Conference such as __________, _____________, _______________, and pledges our commitment to continue and grow such ministries; and

Whereas, our conference committee commends A Gift to the World to the members of our Annual Conference, for reading, reflection, and discussion both within our congregations and in an ecumenical context with our Episcopal brothers and sisters, and when possible, also with Christians of other traditions, especially our full communion partners in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and The Moravian Church;

Whereas, The United Methodist Church and The Episcopal Church encourage on both a local and conference/diocesan level, common worship, including services of Holy Eucharist, following the guidelines for Interim Eucharistic Sharing released in 2006; and

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the _________________ Conference of the United Methodist Church pledges our support for the approval of the full communion proposal at General Conference in 2020, and to the ongoing work of Christian unity in worship and service in the years to come.

Submitted by:   ___________, Chair, Conference Committee on Christian Unity and Interreligious Relations and committee members  (names________...), _________, __________

Explanation and Notes
The best explanation for this resolution comes from the full communion document:  “In the fractured human community there is a great need for the realization of the unity among the followers of Christ Jesus.  This proposal for full communion between The Episcopal Church and The United Methodist Church is an effort to bring our churches into closer partnership in the mission and witness to the love of God and thus labor together for the healing of divisions among Christians and for the well-being of all.  The vision of Revelation 22 is of the tree of life planed on both sides of a river “and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.” (Revelation 22:2)  Faithful to Jesus’ prayer that his disciples be one so that the world may believe (John 17:20-23), may this proposal be an expression of God’s will for the churches.” – from the Preface, A Gift to the World: Co-Laborers for the Healing of Brokenness – A Proposal for Full Communion (November 21, 2017)
Note that “full communion” is not a merger of the churches. “Full communion is understood as a relationship between two distinct ecclesiastical bodies in which each maintains its own autonomy while recognizing the catholicity and apostolicity of the other, and believing the other to hold the essentials of the Christian faith. In such a relationship, communicant members of each would be able freely to communicate at the altar of the other, and ordained ministers may officiate sacramentally in either church. Specifically, this includes transferability of members, mutual recognition and interchangeability of ministries, mutual enrichment by one another’s traditions of hymnody and patterns of liturgy, freedom to participate in each other’s ordinations and installations of clergy, including bishops, and structures for consultation to express, strengthen, and enable our common life, witness, and service, to the glory of God and the salvation of the world.” (From A Gift To The World)
The historically African American churches include, but are not limited to those churches with whom The Episcopal Church and the United Methodist Church have consulted in 2006, 2008 and 2009: the African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME),  the African Methodist Episcopal Church Zion (AME Zion), and the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church (CME).  In addition to the AME, AME Zion and CME, The United Methodist Church, through the Pan Methodist Commission, has also engaged in dialogues with the African Union Methodist Protestant Church and the Union American Methodist Episcopal Church, and formally ratified full communion in 2012.

For The Timeline of Episcopal Church – United Methodist Dialogue, previous agreed documents, guidelines for Interim Eucharistic Sharing, and other information, go to the TEC-UMC website:
http://umc-tec.org


